THE   ULTIMATUM
winter; without that the risk is too great. It's a good thing we were so sure of Poincare"; in his very first message he announced: "France must be great and strong in the interests of civilisation and of peace. What we need, first and foremost, is energy!" A very pretty way of not mentioning revamhel
The Minister has thought himself into a state of uneasiness. Telegrams from Vienna and Belgrade hint at decisive events. Moreover, he has presentiments. Realist though he is, he has a strain of mysticism in him; and while he weighs plans and sentiments, he calls to. the chauffeur: "JV0, drive to the Ministry!" The night-porter is astonished, the servants run forward, doors fly open; only the ciphering department is full of admiration for their chief sy/k«y—they are just at work on-a long telegram from Belgrade, which will be ready in twenty minutes.
So Viviani was right. We ought to have got in before them. Berchtold has correctly calculated the very hour when our Frenchmen were leaving us.
Sazonov curbs his impatience by signing papers. As he sits at his desk in the night, before the wide-open window, in his full-dress uniform and decorations, his interesting head acquires romantic significance: a bony Russian type, large nose, black eyebrows finely curved, a short, black beard running up in a narrow line under his ears, the corners of his mouth pulled down, somewhat foxy, cold, cruel.
At midnight the deciphered Ultimatum from Vienna is brought to him.
*                  *
Next morning Europe woke out of its summer siesta with a cry. Cabinets and Embassies, General Staffs and Heads of Banks in every capital became busy, cut their holidays short, recalled their personnel; uneasy, curious, alarmed.
Here in Petersburg most of the great men in the Cabinet and the General Staff are pleasantly excited. They had long hankered for war: "Serbia's Promised Land
7*g France to introduce the three years' military service. The fact is, we need three-quarters of a million French troops besides the two million that we can raise ourselves each
